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Nationai Strategies for Sustainable Development: 2005 - 2015

11 Natural Resources

14.4 AGRICULTURE

In Box 11.1 are the key agriculture policy
objectives from 2005 to 2015.

Below are the key issues and concerns (and
challenges) expressed in the countrywide
consultations held in the lead up to the NSSD, and
at the NSSD:

e Poor agricultural extension services in the outer
islands;

e Often poor cooperation between Falekaupule and
agricultural extension staff;

e Lack of proper facilities to keep and market
poultry and livestock which has resulted in an
increasing reliance on imported products;

e Lack of suitable land for gardening, especially on

SRR Box 11.1
Funafug, limiting th; poss:!allmes for cash crop Key Policy Objectives
production, or growing fruit and vegetables for ” i .

h hold consumption; o Reverse the decline in subsistence
9“5_6 .O i) P 2 . agricultural production.

e Diminishing traditional knowledge of farming o Increase the availability of land for
pulaka and taro; and - agricultural production.

o Deterioration in growing conditions in many e Increase production and consumption of
S Tocal produce.

1_’ ulaka. 3 plts. th_ngh environmental  changes Mitigate climate change-related
including salination. agricultural impacts.

The development of agriculture in Tuvalu must confront many fundamental issues and
challenges. Among them poor soils and growing conditions, small land areas, few comparative
advantages, declining outer island populations, increasing urbanisation, declining interest in
traditional agriculture practices, distance to export markets, and poor local market access for
those who do wish to produce cash crops. Nonetheless, there is still considerable scope for
increasing production for local consumption and reversing recent production declines. Key
challenges will be to revitalise and expand agriculture extension services, encourage people to
once again turn to local rather than imported foods for better nutrition health, and improve
transport and marketing of local produce.

In Box 11.2 are the priorities and strategies in the agricultural sector to increase production,
improve agricultural services, and expand access to land.

Box 11.2
Agricuiture: Priorities and Strategies 2005-2015

Improve and expand agricultural exiension services.

Create more opportunities to educate and train agriculturalists.
Expand availability of basic agricultural tools and cquipment.
Assist private entrepreneurs to produce and market local produce.
Assist with access to land and credit.

Incorporate more agriculiural subjects into school curriculums.
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